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College had been clergymen or laymen of the Uni-
tarian faith. For over thirty years the Harvard
Divinity School had been the headquarters of Uni-
tarianism in America. Herejhe great preachers of
the denomination had been trained: men like Gan-
nett, Bellows, Furness, Emerson, Osgood, Dewey,
Theodore Parker, James Freeman Clarke, Froth-
ingham, Ellis, Huntington, Hale, and others. Its
leading professors were Unitarians, and on the es-
tablishment of the Plummer Professorship of Chris-
tian Morals, in 1855, on an endowment from Miss
Caroline Plummer, of Salem, Massachusetts, with
its accompanying post of Preacher to the Univer-
sity, one of the most distinguished clergymen of the
Unitarian denomination, the Reverend Frederick
D. Huntington, was selected for the chair. Harvard
College, therefore, was rightly regarded as a Unita-
rian college, and as such it was generally credited
with admitting the utmost liberality of thought in
all matters pertaining to religious belief.

In January, 1860, Harvard College, the Divinity
School, and the Unitarian denomination were all
startled from their state of religious complacency
by Dr. Huntington's resignation from his professor-
ship at the college, and from his post of Preacher to
the University, followed shortly after by his be-
coming a candidate for orders in the Episcopal
Church. Never before in this country did a change
in any individual's religious faith and practice make
such a profound and widespread impression upon
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